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Welcome from the Director

Over the 2020-21 academic year, El Instituto’s core faculty engaged in
institutional self-study. | tasked my colleagues to answer: Who are we? Whom
do we serve? What are our strengths, challenges, and opportunities? This
process reaffirmed El Instituto’s embrace of both Latinx and Latin American
studies (and their complicated relationship) and our commitment to community-
engaged research as a cornerstone of our academic programs.

Perhaps most gratifying was soliciting comments from El Instituto’s partners on
campus, who reminded me that our presence is felt widely, in spite of our small
size. Our distinguished core faculty, dozens of affiliated faculty, and students
across the University support our continued advocacy for health, economic, and
racial justice among underserved communities. Conscious that the COVID-19
pandemic has marked a lost year for many of our students and their families,
we commit with renewed energy to pursue dialogues about recovering from the
crisis with colleagues, students, and community partners.

To find out about events for fall 2021, sign up for our events distribution list,

keep an eye on our events calendar, or follow us on Facebook.
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Conference Brings
Cuba Scholars to
UConn

In March, “The Translation of Letters
and Ideas in Cuba’s Republic”
brought together more than a dozen
scholars who reside in the United
States, Spain, Cuba, and Mexico.

Performance Art in the
Crossfire

A livestream event in April featured
performances on power, relational
aesthetics, and activism by
Nicaraguan artists Alejandro de la
Guerra and Elyla.

An Evening with Karla
Cornejo Villavicencio

Also in April, El Instituto co-
sponsored a virtual conversation
between Cornejo Villavicencio, an
Ecuadorian-American essayist and
creative nonfiction writer, and UConn
PRLACC Director Fany Hannon.

Jesus Ramos-Kittrell
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Wins AAUP Teaching
Innovation Award

The El Instituto affiliate highlights
that there is no secret ingredient nor
a unique method to teaching
students. Instead, it is important to
provide “a space for subjectivity.”

Alumni Contribute to
State Latinx History
Curriculum Initiative

A WHUS podcast features former
Latin American and Latino/a studies
students and their contributions to
developing Latinx studies 12th grade
history curriculum for Connecticut’s
public high schools.

New Study: School
Employees Help
Farmworker Families
Access Health Care

Graduate student Oxana Sidorova
and postdoctoral research associate
Rebecca Campbell-Montalvo
examined how employees in one
Connecticut school helped the
families of migrant and seasonal
farmworkers access health care.

More Institute News
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